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Mr. Chairman, the first duty, perhaps, of one
who attempts to address a deliberative body, is a
clear and candid definition of his own po-

sition tn the subject under discussion. I am
willing and ready to meet that requirement on this
occasion. I propose to discuss the duty of the
Federal Government in its relation to the unhap
py war which now atflL'ts the nation, and the ob-

jects for which alone that war should be prosecu-
ted. Anil standing here a loyal and faithful
citizen, recognizing to the füllest extent the bond
of my illegal. e, I declare my purpose to sustain
the ( io eminent with all my energies in all its
constitutional efforts to maintain unbroken the
union of these States as our fathers made it; that
I will sustain it with all my energies in so con-
ducting this war that it shall "not be waged in

the spi it of conquest of subjugation, nor for the
purpo-- ; of overthrowing or interfering with the
rights r institutions of the States; but to detenu
and maintiin the supremacy of the Constitution,
ami tc preserve the Union with all the dignity,
equality, anJ rights of the several States unitn-pairied;- "

but that I shall oppose unalterably, in
all constitutional methods, and to the utmost ot
my ab lit v. the prosecution of this war for the
purpose of subjugating the Southern Stttes, re
ducing them to tiie condition of Territories, sub-
verting their institutions and laws, or liberating
their laves. This position 1 conceive to le one
on which every lover of the Union .every disciple
of the Constitution, every friend of humanity,
can stind. It is the rock of the Constitution;
and h.5 who places his loot upon it may defy the j

storm which rajres around him
S r. asymi iti, ..:, the rebellions arid seced-

ed S ate- - - now a favorite charge to bring
against men in public life; and to relieve them
aeive of such an odium the I. riet hour which is
allotted to members on this floor is usually occu-

pied in fieice denunciations and labored invec-
tive ngainst the crime and toll v of secession. I
shall follow no such example. Hard words or
brave threats neither weaken our enemies nor
streng then us. This war wiil not in- brought to
a clore by strong expressions of hate, nor is such
a course consistent with a high order of states
mansitip. 1; .Mr. Seward could instruct our
Minister at the Court of St. James to "indulge
in no expressions of harshness or disrespect, or
even .mpatieuce, concerning the seceding States,
their agents, or their people," I will certainly be
pardoned for turning my at ten lien to the con
aider;. tion of our own duties, and the questions
withi i our own control, rather than consume my
time in an idle and harmle-- s display of indigna-
tion t gainst the wickedness of the southern re-

bellion. I shall proceed at once to that consider-
ation

Ot ler nations, Mr. Chairman, have undergone,
as well as we. the heavy strokes of adversity.
The visitations of God have fallen upon the
children of men in all ages. The trumpet of the
sixth angel, arousing the spirit of slaughter, has
pealtd au unbroken strain from the beginning of
the v 'jpid to the present hour. We arc not alone
or singular in our afflictions, except iu the mag
intmeof t!. involved. Iu the value of
these we stand alone, without a parallel. We
hold in trusi for posterity interests more vast,
righ a more dear, and hopes more infinite and
stretching further into futurity than w ere ever
belo e given to .he custody of a (JovernmAit;
and ur lall as a nation, if fall we must, wi I be
fron, a loftier height of happiness than any peo-
ple ever ItikI belore, and into a depth of woe and
darkness as hopeless and despairing as that murky
clime to which the bright son of the morning feil,
iu h s eternal fall, never to hope again. When 1

speak of our fall, however, as a nation, 1 do not j

allu le simply to the ot our tern
torj the : - :iie Union. This, it is
true, is a disaster loo fearful to contemplate, a
vision, which I pray may uever "sear mine eye
balls" with its awful fulfillment. The Union was
established bv the pravers, the tear-- , the groans.
the blool ot a generation which stands exalted in
all hat ennobles Ute huiuau race over all the other
gener itions of men which the earth has witness-
ed. It comes down to us rich with the odor of
ble eed memories. To preserve it in its purity, to
re- - o:e it to its glory, to lift il up once more lor
the ivihzed wot Id to look at and admire, to be
qmaih ii unimpaired in its beneficent grandeur to
om children, is a cause in which every sacrifice,
save that of eternal truth, becomes cheap and
easy. For that cause 1 desire, in my humble ca
patity, to speak to-da- For that cause 1 can say,

in e eye of in iiiscieiice tor my witness, no
in the two e.ms mat bound this con
tin en t would be more willii gly offered than
miae.

tfwt a greater evil, a more fatal calamity to us
an i our posterity than ever a hostile line of divis-
ion across tbe heart of the nation is, in my judg-
ment, here threatened on this floor. The fall of
th s Republic can never be complete until tbe Con-
stitution is overthrown. A portion of its territory

lay be torn away, treason may rob it of much of
its treasure, the lightning may descend and scat
tor some of its beautiful branches, and seam and
seir its stately trunk; but if the immortal princi
pi as of the Constitution are left, the up .:' life
w 11 rise again, and the leaves will come in tbe
spring. Destroy them, and the tree of libertv.
like a girdled tree of th Western forests, will
h. sten to decay, and fall to the earth, to be re

moved as rubbish by the hand ot some tyrant and
usurper. Sir, what is it that constitutes the value
of American citizenship? Is it vast possessions
ami extensive boundaries? What to me,
what to you, is the possession of the four quar-
ters o! the globe, and all the islands of the
sea, if we have not as our shield, our buck-
ler, and our defense, the Constitution of our
fathers? Within its sacred folds are garnered up
the great crown jewels ot human freedom. First,
and above all, at every hazard, and in the face of
all consequences, permit not the citizen to be
robbed of these jewels. They constitute his all;
they render his person sacred; they make his
roof protect him at home; they enable him when
abroad to exclaim with more weight than the Ro
man of old, that he is an American citizen; they
open his prison doors in time of trouble; they
place him before his accusers; they give him a
trial by his peers; they protect him in the enjoy-

ment of the hard earned labor of his hands; they
tell him, in tones of angelic sweetness, to eat in
peace the bread which he has earned in the sweat
of his face. They are all, all. sir. that render
American citizenship significant of liberty, signi- -

ficant of free bom, upright, glorious manhood
throughout the world. For me, let me wear and
enjoy them, though my possessions should be no
broader than the narrow limits to which we all
hasten, and where the weary heart finds rest.

Hut we are constantly reminded by those who
propose to violate the Constitution, that we are
in the midst of a national crisis which calls for
the exercise of powers not contained in that in-

strument. I deny this proposition, and assert on
the contrary that the restoration of the Union
will he accomplished by and through the instru-
mentality ot the Constitution, and a strict ob
servitnee of its provisions or not at all. And
now, sir, in this connection I propose to discuss
in some of its most important bearings, one of
the measures introduced into this House as the
highest offering which, in the judgment of its
friends, statesman-hi- p can brini: at this time to
the cause of our unhappy country.

The members of this body, on the 2d day of
December, had but fairly become seated, and
the sound of the roll call had scarcely died away,
until with hot haste the gentleman from Massa-

chusetts Mr. Eliot introduced the following

"ßnuJrnl ly the Sennte und owe of Reprenentti- -

ttmmftk I'fitttl $tttU of Ameritn in tonjrtn
1 That in behalf of the people of these States,

we do again solemnly declare that the war in hich we
are enquired against the bodie- - now in arms
again-- t tbe (Jovernmeiit has for it- - object the suppression
of -- uch rebellion and tbe of tbe rightful
authority of the national Constitution and law - over the
entire extent of our common country: 2. That while we
disclaim all power under the ii to interfere by
ordinary legislation with the institutions of the --evernl
States, yet the war now ei-tin- g mu-- t be conducted ac- -

cording to the ordinary Usages and rights of military -vice,

and that during its continuance the recognized au-

thority of the ma.im that the safety of the State - the
high, st law. subordinate), rights of property and dominates
over civil relation-- ; 3. That therefore we do hereby de-

clare that, in ocr judgment, the President of the I'nited
States, as the Commandcr-i- n Chief of our army, and the
officer in command under him, have the right to eman-
cipate all por-.- held as slave- - in any military district
in a state of again-- t the national Govern-
ment, and that we respectfully advise that such order of
emancipation be inei whenever the same will ava 1 to
weaken the power of the retiels in arms, or to strengthen
the military power of the loyal forces."

A few moments afterward the gentleman from
Mr. Stevens who I think may

justly be considered as the leader of his party
not to be outdone, and to assert his right to be
looked upon as the head of the Abolition church,
not even respecting the claims of the gentleman
from Illinois, Mr. Lovejoy, introduced the fol
lowing as his plan for the restoration of the Gov-

ernment of our fathers:
"Whhiias, Slavery has cau-e- d the present rebellion in

the 1'iiited Sta'es; and whereas there can be no solid and
permanent peace and union in this Republic .o ,ng as
that institution exists within it; and whereas slaves are
now used by the reikis as an essential means of support-
ing and protracting th war; and whereas by the law of
nations it is right to liberate the slaves of an enemy to
weaken his power; therefore,

"lie it remjrnt by the .Smir ait ... nf Jierre-rntati- rr

of tht IniUd Hitt of America in t on.
or a aKtriihl,.l That the IYesidcnt lc requested to

free, and to direct all of our Generals and officers in
command to order freedom to all -- lave-w ho leave
their masters, or who shall aid in quelling this rebel-
lion

"rc. 5. And he it further renlr,,i. That the I'nited
State pledge the faith of the Cnion to make full ami fair
compeii-atio- n to all loyal citizens who aie and shall re-

main active in supporting the I'nion for all the loss they
may by virtue of thi-act- ."

Not an hour was lost, -- ir, in the inauguration,
on this floor, of the schemes of universal aboli
tionism and their prolonged discussion. The
country witnessed this evil omen with amazement
and alarm. The idea that Congress cherished the
remotest design of attempting to interfere with
or abolish slavery in the Southern States had nev
er entered the n inds of the people. That the
war in which we are engaged was to be prosecu-
ted for such a pi pose they had no right to be-

lieve, if there is any faith to be put iu the pledges
of the public men now in power. Hut in what
light are these subjects placed before the country
now? The distinguished leaders of the party
which has control here on this floor, have, day af-

ter day, during this session, proclaimed the pow-

er and the pnrpi.-- e by congressional action to
strike down the domestic institutions of the States,
anj te:ir lhev ATe Upporte; by a majority of
the House. The four million of slaves held bv
the Southern States are to lie declared free by the

of the President or by act of Con-

gress. And other and further atrocities are pro-
posed in this connection which I will allude to
before I close.

I wish, first, sir, to show in the amplest and
most conclusive manner that this pernicious
movement is an act of intolerable bad faith on
the part of the party in ower tow ards Union men
of the country. I assert here on this floor, and
shall prove before I sit down, that, if universal

is now to be the policy of the Gov- -

eminent in its prosecution of this war, a foul de- -

ceptiou has been practiced on the loyal people of
the nation, and our army has been obtained unl
mustered into the field by false pretenses more
gross than were ever before perpetrated to obtain
the means with which to carry out secret and un-

hallowed purposes. Hy what magic cry came
six hundred thousand men into the tented field?
Hy what token and signal did they muster for the
fierce arena of civil conflict? Hv what strong tip-pe-

were they aroused from their slumbers of
peace, and induced to exchange home and its r

the dread alarums of war? In what name
he citizen transformed into the soldier? In

what sign does he propose to conquer? Sir. these
are questions pregnant with the fate of the future.
The people are asking them; the soldiers of our
great Army are them, in dismay at the
evil machinations of abolitionists in and out ot
Congress. Their answer is at hand, and embra
ced within records which will not perish. A lew
short and eventful months ago the authorities of
the Government called for an army more vast
than Ctesar or Napoleon ever commanded on the
field of battle. Such a movement had to be
sactiuned by a cause equal in its importance.
The cau-- c. a- - was one to which no true
American could tum a deaf ear. The mainte-
nance of the Constitution, the restoration of the
Union, and the enforcement of the laws were pro-

claimed as the lofty purposes for which the tread
of armed men shook the continent. To a people
pmud of their (io eminent, ami supremely blest
under its lenigiiant workings, su'-- an appeal was
irresistible. With it was mingled noue of the
heresis which are now the watchwords of a pow
erful parly on this floor.

Let us tum and look back briefly on some in-

cidents of but recent occurrence, but which seem
already to le fading from the recollections of
men. On the 4th day of March last, in the pres
sence of his listening and wondering countrymen,
and in the presence of his oath to suport the
Constitution, the President of the United States
held the following language:

"I have no purpose diractly or Indirectly, to interfere
with th of slavery In tbe States where It ex-

it. I ' -- 'leve I have mi lawful right to do o, and I have
no inclination to do so.

This position was assumed at a time when
every word spoken by the new Executive was
carefully weighed by an anxious country; and
when in a brief space afterward the nation was
convulsed by actual conflict, this definition of his
constitutional power over the subject of slavery
was remembered and trusted by a patriotic peo-

ple. They saw in it a solemn pledge, given in
the most deliberate manner, and under circum-
stances the most imposing, that their energies
were not to be called upon ly this Administration
to overthrow the laws and the guarantees of the
Constitution. But the President did not "top
there. He went further on that occasion, and
used language on the subject of the fugitive
slave law. and our duties under it, which gave
hope to the friends of law and order, hut which I

fear will scarcely be considered now us tbe utter-
ances of a loyal man by the zealous gentlemen
on the opposite side of the ('handier. He spoke
on that subject, as follows:

"There is much controversy about th delivering up of
fugitives from service or labor. The rUuse I now read is I

a-- plainly written in the Constitution as any other ol its
provisions: "Xo person held to service or labor in one
State uiHier the law s thereof escaping into another. -- ball
in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be

from such service or labor, but -- hall ! delivered
up on claim of the party to whom such service or labor
may lie due.' It is scarcely iUastionahlc that thi-pr- '

vision was intended by those who made it for the reclaim- -
Ing of what we call fugitive slaves; and the intention of
the lawgiver is the law. All members of Congres- - swear
their support to the whole Constitution, to this provision
a-- - much as any other. To the proposition, then, that
slaves whose ca-- es come within the terms of this clause
shall be delivered up their oaths are unanimous."

How strange all this sounds here now, and in
what startling contrast with the principles daily j

announced by the great leaders of that party
which made Sir. Lincoln President! No power
to touch the institution of slavery in the States,
and a faithful enforcement of the fugitive slave
law! Eleven months ago such was the doctrine
proclaimed on the eastern steps of this Capitol by
the Presitlent. Such the honest, confiding peo- -

pie believed it would continue to be when they
threw aside the implements of peaceful industry,
and resorted to the sword.

But these jsisitions of the President are
because, as it is asserted, they were

assumed under circumstances far different from
those which exist at present. The an
swer to this feeble excuse for a flagrant violation
of the Constitution exists in the billowing extract
from the message of the President of July 4th to
the extra session of Congress;

"Le-- t there be some uaea-lnessl-n the minds of candid
men as to what is to be the course of the Government to-

ward the Southern States after the rebellion shal' have
been u preoed, the Kxecutive deems it proper to say it
will be hi- - purpose then, as ever, to lie guided by the
Constitution and the laws: and that he will probably
have no differ- - nt understanding of the power- - and duties
of the Federal Government relatively to the rights of the
Siat -- and the people under the C'on.-tituti- than that
expressed iu the inaugural address."

Thus was the pledge which was made in the
inaugural address on the 4th of March, renewed
in explicit terms on the 4th of July. The tiresof
civil war which were smoldering and hid Iu

March were leaping up to the very heavens in

July. The rebellion which in March looked like
a distant speck, had spread until it darkened halt
the sky by midsummer. Its boundaries were as
large then as new, and its flag was floating in de
fiance iu sight of the Presidential mansion. Bat
ties had been fought, lives lost, property destroy-
ed, treasure-- plundered, forts taken, the flag torn
and dishonored and the authority of the Covern-nien- t

driven out of eleven States of the Union
with insult and seorn. Yet, in the face of all
this, with the full proportions of this great rebel
lion in clear view, the President reasserted the
policy of the inaugural; and iu doing so, again
announced that he neither had the power nor the
inclination to interlere with slavery in the States
wh'Teit exists, and that the lugitilive slave law
must be enforced and olieyed.

Sir, where then was the indignant thunder
which has shook this Hall during the present ses-

sion' In what cave were the winds then impris-
oned? What enchantment chained the fiery zeal
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, Mr. El-

liot? What prudential considerations induced
the veteran leader from Mr. Ste
vens to nurse his wrath and keep it warm for a
future day? Where w;tsthe able gentleman irom
Ohio. Mr. Bingham, who now champions the
cause ol abolitionism so warmly and so gallantly?
And even the voice of the gentleman from Uli- -

liois, Mr. Lovejoy, who, like the war horse j

of the Scriptures, is eager for the battle, where j

the negro is involved, was silent. Ay, sir, they
were silent then, and silent all. The day and the
hour had not jet arrived to throw off the disguise
winch was assumed to hide the purposes w Inch
are now avowed. Soldiers were yet rushing to
the field. The great army was not yet complete.
The music of the Union yet resounded thrjugh

the land, un marred by the discordant cry of Abo-
litionism. There were no speeches then in favor
of universal servile insurrections,
the destruction of State (iovernineuts and their
reduction to the condition of territories. Ear
otherwise.

Mr. Bingham. The gentleman will pardon
me; I was not altogether silent during the special
session upon that subject.

Mr. Voorhees. Certainly not; but the gentle-
men will hardly assert that his voice was heard
as it has been during the present session.

Mr. Bingham. No, sir; but I did something
better than sneaking. I reorted a bill which
passed this House, and which, in my judgment,
gives freedom to five hundred tiiou-an- d slaves.

Mr. Voorhees. But did not
then extend his proposition to the liberation of
the whole lour millions of slaves of the South.
Vet he has proclaimed that to be the true policy
of the Government during the present session on
this tloor.

Mr. Bingham. Of course not; but it did go,
in my judgment, to the extent of five hundred
thousand slaves.

Mr. Voorhees. Yes, sir; his proposition at
the extra session, he thinks, would liberate only
about five hundred thousand slaves; but in his
speech on the fifteenth of January, of the pres
ent session, he asserts it to be the duty of the
Government to declare free the whole tour mil-
lions of slaves held in the South. Hut, sir, to
proceed:

I have thus shown the faith which the highest
officer in the Government plighted with the peo-

ple on this subject. There I might rest, and call
upou him in the name of the people to frown uon
the efforts which his political partisan Irietnls are
making here to cause that lailh to be broken. But
there are others of eminent position, and iu whom
the people have the highest hopes and interests
confided, who gave public assurances in the early
stages of this war of the manner in which it
should be conducted with regard to slavery, to
which I desire to call the attention of the House
and country .

On the J6th day of May, at Cincinnati, Gen.
George H. McClellan, then a name

unknown, now filling the civilized world where
ever the story of our great calamity has penetra
ted, issued his proclamation to the Union men of
We-ter- n Virginia. With it as his forerunner, he
crossed the Ohio river with ten thousand sons of
the Great West, and planted his banaer on the
soil of a slave State. Was his mission to "pro
claim liberty throughout all the laud to all the
inhabitants thereof," according to the stereotyped
war cry now on this floor? Did his soldiers, brave
and honest men. feel, according to the speech of
the gentleman from Mr. Ste-veus- ,

that the cause in which they had shoulder-
ed their muskets would not enable them to con-
tend successfully with the rebel forces unless
their march liecame a crusade for the freedom of
the slave? No, sir, nothing of this. The Gene-
ral commanding held the following language on
the manner in which the campaign was to be con-
ducted:

"Notwithstanding all that has been said by the traitors
to induce you to :. I eve that our advent anions you will
be -- unalued bj interference with WM under-
stand one thing clearly, not only will we abstain from all
sO'-- interlerence. but we will, on the contrary, with an
iron hand, crush any attempt at insurrection on their
lart"

I remember well how this proclamation of the
young Western General rang through the cotintn .

Its terms suited the people of the
mighty Northwest. It filled them with bright an
ticipations of his future, which 1 hope may all
be fulfilled. They took this proclamation as a
pledge, sanctioned, too, by the Kxecutive, that
the arms of the Government were to be u-- ed to
maintain all the laws. State and Federal, through
uui the nation, It was worth, sir. to the recruit
iug serv ice a hundred thousand men in the valley
of the Mississippi.

1 know not how it was received away up to-

wards the North star, in the cold latitude of New
Engl and, where the abolition of slavery is an ob
ject ot far dearer and higher import than the re
construction of the Union on the basis of the
Constitution. Hut at least no cry ol horror arose
from that virtuous region then, no explosive pro
test burst from Puritau lips. Their hour had not
been reached, the fulness of time had not come,
the ranks of the array were not full, and they
waited yes, sir, they waited! Hut is the pledge
which was given to the true friends of the Con-
stitution and the Union by the Commanding Oen-er-

of the armies of the United States on the
banks of the Ohio, to be broken on the banks of
the Potomac? He has since then drawn his
sword in a new and higher field; he has stepped
upon a theater with the world for his audience;
he walks upon the dizzy heights of human great
ne-- s, so t ir as official station can bestow it; the
field of fame lies open before him, in which to
win a name that will never perish, to become one
of the immortal few who cannot die; but no
change of circumstances or of fortune can re
lease him, in the minds of su honest and confi-
ding people trory, thw obligation he assumed when
he opened his career by the invasion of Western
Virginia. They call upon him now, as he prom
ised them, to all-la- in from all interference with

t

ft

the institution of slavery, and with an iron hand
to crush any attempt at servile insurrection.

But, sir, I shall proceed with the
Tbe record of the first ninety days of this war is
filled w.th it. No sound was then heard above
the roar of the conflict, save the Union, the Con-

stitution, and the enforcement of nil the laws.
The ear of the new recruit drank in its sweet
strains as he left his home to join in "battle's
magnificently stem array." The poisonous ma- -

Isria of abolitionism hud not then, as now, tainted '

everv gale which swept from this Capitol. Even
Massachusetts fumi-he- d a high order of evidence
to the country that this war was to be conducted
within the limits of the Constitution, and that the
States of the South were to be protected iu the
enjoyment of their domestic institutions.

On the 9th day ot May, from his headquarters
at Annapolis, in the slave State of Maryland,
General Benjamin F. Butler spoke as follows, in
a letter to Governor Andrew, of Massachusetts,
on the subject of his duty in his military capacity
towards the institution ot slavery. I commend it
to the consideration of the gentleman from Mas-

sachusetts Mr. Eliot. who Introduced the reso-

lutions now under discussion:
"On the morning following myhndlng, I was informed

that the city of Annapolis and environs were m danger
from an insurrection of the slave population, in detiuiico
of the laws of the Slate. What ws I to d: 1 had prom

to put down a white mob. and to preserve and en-

force the laws against that. Ought I to allow a black one
any preference in a breach of tbe laws? I tinderstoodth.it
I was armed aga'ust all infract inns of the laws, whether
by white or black, and upon. that 'Hfcler-tandin- g I acted,
certainly with promptness and efficiency."

Again, in the same letter, and speaking on the
same subject, the following sentiments occur:

"I appreciate fully your Kxcellency'- - suggestion as to
the inherent weakness of the relels, ari ing from the
preponderance of their servile population. The question,
then, is: in w hat manner shall we tak advantage of mat
weakness! By allowing, and of cour.s. arming, that pop-
ulation to rie upon the defenseless w omen and children
of ihe count ry, carrying rapine, arson ant murder all
the horrors ot Sun !oiuingo a million tims ntagnihed
among tho-- e whom we hope to teunite with tis as breth-
ren, many of whom aie already so, ami all who are uorth
preserving will be when this horrible mad'vss shall have
passed away or be thra-he- d oat of thein! Would your Kx-

cellency advi.--e the troops under my command to nuike
war iu per-o- upon ihe defeii-e- b s- - womoa and children
of any part of the Union, acc ompanied with brutalities
too liorril le to be named? You will say, 'Cod forbid!' If
we may not do so in per-o- n, shall we arm .her so to do.
over whom we have no restraint, exercise no control; and
who. w hen once they have listed blood, may turn the
very arm- - w e have put in their hands against ourselves,
a a part of the oppressing w hite race!

"Tbe reading of y, -- o familiar m your Kxce'lency,
will tell you the bitterest cau-- e of complaint which our
fathers had airainsi Great lint am in the w ar of the revo
lution, was the arming, by the Kriti-- b Ministry, of the red
man with the tomahawk and the
women and ti e children of the colonies, -- othat the phrase
'may we not Use all the mean- - which and nature have
put in our power to subjugate he co oiiies,' has passed
into a legend of infamy agaii -- t the leaorof that Muiiitry
who used it in I'arliament. Shall histo-- y teach us in vain?
Could we justify ourselves to our-elve- -? Although with
arms in our ha ds, amid the savage wOdness otcamp and
field, we may have blunted many of the finer niotal sen-
sibilities in letting loose four millions if worse than sav-
ages upon the home- - and hearths of tbe South, can webe
justitiell to the chri-tia- n community of Massachusetts!
Would such a course be consonant with the teachings of
our holy religion? I have a very decided opinion upon the
suhjyct, an if any one desires, and I know your Kxcel-
lency does not, this unhappy contest to be prosecuted in
that manner, some instrument other than myself must
be found to carry it on."

Thus spoke General Butler, in der the eye and
under the sanction of the 1'residcnt of the United
States, on the 'Jth day of May, lsttl. The Capi
tal was then in danger. The crv that went forth
then from here w as a burning nnd constant appeal
for armed men to surround and save the archives
of the nation. The torn flag of Fort Sumter was
held up before the indiirnaiit L'ae of the country.
and a patriotic people were called iijxm to restore
it to its original luster, and cause it to wave once
more over the Government w hi h our fathers or-
dained. In the midst of all this came the grate- -

tul assurance which 1 have just read, that the
laws of the Southern States were to be upheld,
and that neither white mobs nor black mobs were
to be allowed to violate them. How stands Mass
achusetts on that question to day 1 Does she in- -

dorse her General of the 9th of May as he was
indorsed by the President.' Will -- he consent that
her troo;is shal! be used to put down servile insur
rections in the South, and to enforce the laws of i

slave States as they find them"? Will her He re
sentatives on this floor vote money to carry on
this war in the manner pledged bv General But- -

ler on the !tth day of May? She silently acipii- -

esced in his principles then, and waited for a more
auspicious moment for the of her '

heresies. Boston sat quietly on her hills, and sti- -

fled her groans. She consoled herself with a tu
ture hope, and perhaps enjoyed a vision of secret
purposes delarred. but at last fulfilled. But, sir,
the plain masses of the country, who enjoy none
but an outside view of public at'airs. looked upon
this letter of General Butler, written with the si-

lent approbation of the President, as another high
promise, not made to be broken, on the subject of
slavery in connection with the war in which we
are so unhappily engaged. It may be broken
inw, it may be treated as idle and unmeaning bv
a majority of this House; but permit me to say,
that when that is done, another and powerful rea
son will be furnished to posterity for regarding
with strong aversion the Abolition party of the
present day.

Hut to proceed in the examination of the record.
Sir, there is one name which will live long, if not
enviably, in connection with the history of this
war. Many men have been brought before the
public and fame thrust upon them bv the convul-
sive events of the last few months; but the names
of none will remain fresh in the minds of the
people longer, 1 imagine, than that of the late
Secretary at War, who is now performing n
pilgrimage to the cold regions of Russia. The last
days ol his administration of the War Depart
ment were signalized by his earnest efforts to arm
the slave, nnd to promote the cause of universal
abolitionism. But even he. in the early stage of
this great struggle, when he was daily and hourly
appealing to the country for troops, left on record
the strong condemnation of the policy w hich he
afterwards adopted, and which is sought to be
fastened on the country by the action of this
House. Mr. Cameron at that time took the pains
to tell his patriotic countrymen his views as fol
lows:

"This is a war for the I'tilon, for the preservation of all
constitutional rights of States, and the citizens of all the
State of the Union."

Who is here to deny that it is the constitutional
right of the southern man to hold slaves? Here
is the pledge of Mr. Cameron, then Secretary of
War, that that riht should be protected. He
broke it, it is true, as far as it was in his power
to do so; but the people at the time belie veil him.
and flocked to the standard of the Union, never
supposing for an instant that ihey would soon be
called upou to strike down the Constitution and
destroy constitutional rights.

One more witness I shall call from the Cabinet
of the present Administration. The distinguish-
ed head of the of Sute, when the
booming of the rebellious cannon had scarce died
away at Fort Sumter, spoke on this subject to the
nations of Europe and to the civilized world.
The curtain was withdrawn, and the bloody
drama was open to his philosophic mind. He
surveyed it calmly, and then fully and clearly
wrote down the policy, which the Administration
now in power would pursue; and in his official
capacity pledged the unsullied honor and tin
tarnished faith of the Republic, iu the face of
the world, for the truth of what he said. Sir, I
challenge the attention of Congress and the
country, now in this mad hour of desperate
measures, to the principles deliberately laid down
bv the great leader of the great party of the
North, when we were not only enlisting our own
people in the aw ful struggle which is upon us,
but when we were nlso seeking favor for our
cause iu the favorable public opinion of mankind.

On the 22d day of April, 61, Mr. Seward,
writing to Mr Davton.our Minister at the Court
of the Emperor Napoleon, and treating of the
subject of the present rebellion, said

"I need not further elaborate the proposition that the
revolution la without a canse; it has not even a pretext.

"It is just as clear that it is without an object. Moral
and physical causes have determined iutlexibly the char
acter of each one of the Territories over which the ill-- -

pute has arisen, and both parties after the election har-
moniously agreed on all the Federal laws required for
their organisation. The Terriiortes will remain in all re-

spect tbe same, whether the revolution shall succeed or
shall fall. The condition of slavery- - In the several
States will remain Just the same whether It succeed
or fail. There is not even a pretext for the complaint
that the disaffected States are to be conquered by the
United States If the revolution fail; for the rights of the
States and the condition of every human being In thm,
will remain subject to exactly tbe same laws and forms
of administration whether the revolution shall succeed or
fail. In the one case the States would he federally con-
nected with the new confederacy; In the other, they
would as now, be members of the United States; but their
constitution.' and laws, customs, bablta and Institutions
in either case will remain the ame.

"It f hardly necessary to add to this incontestible
statement the further fact that the new President, as well
aa th citizens through wnose suffrages be haa come Into
the administration, has always repudiated all designs
whatever and whenever Imputed to him and them of

the aystero of slavery as it is existing under the
Constitution and law-- . The case, however, w ould not
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be fulty presented if 1 were to omit to say that any su.--h

effort on his part would be unconstitutional: and all his
actions in that direction would be prevented by the ju-

dicial authority, even though they were assented to by
Congress and tbe people."

Sir. this lan?uape needs no comment. It
speaks plainly for i'self. It is the solemn pledge
of the Government that under no circumstances,
will it interfere to change or abolish or modify
any of the laws or institutions of the States
w hich are in reliellion. Will that pledge be kept?
What say the leaders of the movement for uni-vers- il

emancipation to this? Mr. Seward says
that such a measure would be prevented by the
judicial authority, even though tbe President and
Congress and the people should all act together
for its promotion. What say the profound
lawyers on the opposite side to this barrier raised
in au unexpected quarter against the fulfillment
of their fond hopes? I leave them to dispose of
it by some slight of hand more familiar to them
than to me.

Under date of April 10, lfGl, Mr. Seward
wrote to Mr. Adams, the American Minister to
England; and in his official instructions to him
spoke as follows:

"You will indulge in no expressions of harshness- - or
disresjiect, or even impatience, concerning the seceded
States, their agents, or their people; but you will, on the
contrary, all the while remember that tltos States are
now, as they always heretofore have been, and, notwith-
standing their temporary they must always
continue to be, equal and honored memliers of this Ked-er-

I'tiinn, and that their citi.ens, throughout all polit-
ical misunderstandings and alienations, still are and al-

ways must be our kindred and countrymen."
On this doctrine, sir, I take my stand. It em-

braces the deliberate conclusions of my mind and
the sentiments of my heart. I believed iu the
principles laid down hy the Secretary of State,
on the 10th day ot April, when they were written,
ami I believe in them now. If others have
changed since then, I have not. The Union
which I seek to have restored is the old Union,
as it was made by our ancestors; not a new and
different one, shujicd and fashioned to suit the

notions ot modem politicians. 1 long to
see the States once more reunited as "eual and
honored members of this Federal Union," with
the Constitution unchanged iu letter or in spirit,
extending its protection and its blessings alike to
them all. I have no wish, however, for the kind
of a Union which now seems to meet the appro-
bation of many of the distinguished leaders of
the dominant party. Rome had her subjugated
provinces, reduced to squalid wretchedness by
her vast standing armies. Her trembling tribu
taries wailed and bled beneath her cruel power.
Her coii-u- ls went forth to govern, to rob, to
plunder, to scourge, and to crucify. She reduced
indejiendent sovereign Stttes to territorial

e. She received their enforced hom
age as a conqueror. She confiscated their
lands and their substance. She filled her lap
with extorted wealth. Hut does the sad sequel
to her history commend her policy to us for
adoption? Standing armies preyed upon her vi
tals ami smote down her liberties. Unwilling,
unequal, and dishonored States arose agalMl her
when ever the opportunity offered. The Gaul,
the Briton, tiie Tartar, the Hun, the Goth, the
Vandal, all,

"liealt upon the seven-hille- d city's pride,"
rifled her of her glory, and repaid her a thousand
fohl for the bitter humiliations which her arm
gam ehad inflicted. All history repeats the same
teaching!

Enirland.'in modem time-- , has contributed her
example to this great lesson of history. Her
whole existence has been one protracted strug
pie to hold within her prasp conquered and vas
sal colonies. Her success has. indeed, thus tar
been reat, but her experiment is not over. She
has formed many unions with weaker Powers
whose soil she has laid waste, and whose jseople
she has murdered; but what sorrowful spectacles
they are! She has a union with Ireland, but
w ho wants to behold one like it on this continent,
filled w ith blood, with bitterness, with tears of
grief, with cries of hate, with charging armies,
with revolution following revolution in quick and
horrid succession, and with all those repulsive
crimes which forever attend such events, and
over which humanity has shuddered and wept in
all ages? No, sir; let us labor for no such Union
as this. All history, all ages, and everv clime
contain volumes of teaching on this momentous
sulijeet. It liecomes the American state-ma- n Ut
heed their warnings. Give us hack the Union as
it always heretofore has been, consisting of "equal
and honored members." Fail to do this; strip
the States of their attributes as States under the
Constitution, and reduce them to territorial bon
dage, a measure already introduced into theother
branch of Congress, and though our ar-
mies may be victorious in eve--y field
though they may, in their triumphant
march, cross every river, scale every MM
tain, and encamp in every valley, from the I'oto-ma- c

to Mobile, there will never cornea day when
the angel of peace will return to the land there
will never come a day w hen the drum beat and
the roll call of vast standing armies shall cease to
be heard; and there will never come a day when
the footfall of the Federal tix gatherer shall cease
to be heart! at the threshold of every laborer's
hamlet from the Atlantic to the Pacific ocean.
There will be no u e in such a Union. The
lightuitig of civil war w ill be forever playing in
fitful gleams along our horizon. The people of
the South are "our kindred and countrymen,"
and the blood which we inherit in common, the
proud race to which we belong, never yielded a
passive obedience to the degrading conditions of
inequality and dishonor. 1 am fully aware that
the IVON must now Mm the conclusion of th's
unnatural strife. I a;u fully aware that a result
must be attained now on the battle field. There
was a time when it was not so, and history will
embalm in everlasting infamy the name- - of those
who rejected peace who rejected union when
both were offered on honorable terms. I leave
the past, however, at least for to day, and deal
with the present. Iet the armies move on, and
bring a speedy issue to this war of "kindred and
countrymen;" but let them move in the name
of the Constitution; in the name of the laws; in
the name of the I'nion, comiMised of "equal and
honored members;" in the name of God; and
guided by the precepts of an enlightened Christi
unity.

I am not done yet, however, Mr. Chairman,
with the recorded pledges of the Government.
They exist tin every leaf and nas;e of the history
of the first three months of this war. They are
strewed on every hand during that period, and
leave the laborer in that field only the difficulty
of selection, not that of discovery. Sir, when
that dear and honored State, Kentucky, where my
ancestors were born, where they fought, where
they died and where their ashes rejiose. was
trembling iu the balance; when their fate from
day to day was unknown: when the ties of blood
and kindred and similarity OT domestic institu-
tions and interest pulled hard against the strong
anchor of her fidewy t the Union, and when she
poised herself upon her proud neutrality between
the North and the South, one ot her most elo
quentand gifted sons spoke to her on behalf of
the pre-e- nt Administration in language which
Keutuckians trusted, which they received as an
Kxecutive promise, and on the faith of which
thousands of her troops are now in the field.

On the .'list day of May. 1H61. Joseph Holt
wrote his celebrated letter to Mr. S(eed, which
rang through the country like a clarion. It. it
he said:

"Xo excesses will mark the footsteps of the troops of
the Republic; no institutions of the States will lie invaded
or tampered with; no rights of persons or property will
be violated. The Known purposes of the administration,
and the high character of the troop employed, alike
guaranty the truthiulness of this statement."

Not content, however, with this most explicit
and most satisfactory assurance that the rights of
the States were to be resected, Mr Holt pro
ceeded to convince Kentucky that her rights in

the Tenitones were also amply secured, and
would be carefully guarded by this Administra-
tion. He discussed that point as follows:

"The Supreme Court has decided ihat the citizens of
the -- lave Stute- - c m, at will, take their slave- - into nil the
Territories of the I'nited States; and this decision, which
has never been resisted or interfered with in a single
case, is tbe law of the land, ami the whole power of the
Government Is pledged to enforce it. That it will be
loyally enforced by the present Administration I enter-
tain no doubt. A Republican Congress, at the late
session, organized three new Territories, and in the or-

ganic law of neither wa there introduced, or attempted
to be introduced, the slightest restriction upon the right
of the Southern emigrant to bring his slaves with him.
At this moment, therefore, and I state It without qualifi-
cation, there is not a Territory belonging to the United
states into which the Southern people may not introduce
their slaves at pleasure, and enjoy their complete pro-
tection."

It is no part of my purpose, at this time, to de-

termine whether Mr Holt construed the decision
of the Supreme Court correctly or not. He is a
very eminent and learned lawyer, und bis opinion
is entitled to great respect. But I simply now
make him my authority to show the principles
and the policy to which he pledged the Adminis
trai ion before the country iu its conduct of the

war and its treatment of the question of slavery
nmter hail lallen. I lie nation was artnin

Soldiers were wanted. Kentucky was to be
saved, and language like this was more potent
with the lovers of the Constitution and the friends
of the old Union than all the bounty land or
monthly pay which the Government had with
which to enlist recruits. There it stands, and
there it will stand forever, to the honor of him
who wrote it. and to the eternal shame and dis
grace of those who shall turn their backs upon
its teachings and render false and deceptive its
deliberate and solemn promises.

I do not assume to speak for the affairs of Ken-
tucky; she does not need my humble voice on
this floor. Her own experienced and eloquent
Representatives are here to speak for her. But
this I may be allowed, a her neighbor and friend
and lineal offspring, to that if the pledge
that has been given to her on the subject of her
domestic institutions is now to be broken, and
the afnilition of slavery declared, the treachery
involved in the act will be so dark, the fraud so
monstrous, that it will pollute every succeeding
page of American history and crimson the cheeks
of our children with shame as they read it.

Sir. one more name I will add. It belongs
now to the dead. It is a name which will live
long in American history. 1 oppose it to the mad
fanaticism which reigns in this hall, and hy and in
its authority denounce the wicked purposes of abo-
litionism. 1 read from the last speech of the
great popular tribune, Stepheti A. Douglas:

"We must not invade constitutional rights. The inno-
cent mils; not suffer, nor women and children lie the vic- -
thus. Savage., must not be let loose."

How pregnant and full of meaning are these
three short sentences. The Constitution must lie
maintained at all hazards, and the rights of the
South under it must not be invaded. "Savages
must not be let loose." This was spoken in June
The fell measure of the rebellion w as before him,
yet almost with his dying; words he spoke for the
preservation of the constitutional rights of the
States; and as if with prophetic eye foreseeing the
evil designs w hich were then cheirished in secret,
he lifted up his voice in behalf of the innocent
the women and the children of the Smith ana
warned his countrymen against abolitionism iu

' that short but iowerful sentence "Savages must
not be let loose." Sir, there was a magnetic
jsiwer iu his voice while liv ing; and though he
sleeps now from the warfare of life, and shall
awake no more, yet from the dread precincts of
the grave is still rintring over all the land, in
the tones of a monarch among men, his lofty and
solemn injunctions that the Constitution, as it was
then, must so remain for the North, for the South,
and for all future time. This injunction may
now be despised and discarded iu this Hall by
those who so recently lor the first time have ta
ken his name upou their lips to .raise. Thev may
reject and spurn it, as they do, and they will; but
when that is done, the cries of a deceived, an imlig-- ;

nant and an outraged eople will arise from the
pÜMM of the Northwest, and from all sections of
the country, like the mighty sound of rushing wat-- I

ers, calling tor vengeance on those who have fatal-- 1

ly stabbed the Constitution under the smiling and
hypocritical e;uise of a false anil assumed friend
ship. I may not live lomr, Mr. Chairman. Mv
life is perhaps bounded by narrow limits, but I
trust that I may live till the sun rises on the day
of a popular reckoning on this subject. I fear
not its judgment. I invoke with confidence its
decrees on the hum jle record of my brief term
of public life. Oti.ers, and not 1 not those who
take the Constitution as the measure of their au
thority to act here and elsewhere will be found
calling on the mountains to hide them from the
w rath of their constituents. To that day I take
my apjieal; before that tribunal I lodge my cause.

But, sir, once more, and finally, to the re
corded pledges of the Government. I have giv
en you the pledges of those in authority in whom
the people were entitled to confide. I will give
Vou now the voice of the people themselves, as

here in both branches of Congress,
through their Represent itives.

On the 11th day of February. ltßl, in view of
the gathering storm which has since broken upon
the country, Mr. Sherman, of Ohio, then a Kep
resentative, now a Senator, in Congress, introdu
ced into this body the following resolution:

"That neither the Congress of the I'nited States nor
the people or governments of the
States hnve tbecon-titution- al right to legislate upon, or
interfere with slavery in any of the klaveholding States
in the I'nion."

The resolution nassed this House unanimously
upon a vote taken by yeas and nays, many of the
present champions of Abolitionism being present
and voting for it. Of course, this will be met by

' them now with the new doctrine, that a stale of
war enables us to legislate on forbidden sub
jeets, and changes the express, written letter of
the Constitution; that we were at peace when
this resolution was passed, and that we are at w ar
now. We have heard much of this doctrine. It
has been ably and vehemently urged. Hut, to
my mind, it is the most dangerous dogma ever
promulgated in a free country. It puts us out far
from shore in the oen sea, with the polar star
obscured, without chart or compass to guide our
course. "State necessity" is to fie substituted
for the well known provisions of the Constitu
i: Strange and alarming doctrine in the
American Congress! It calls up before the mind
the bloodiest and darkest pages in history. Jt is
the plea by which martyrs have been chained to
the stake, and have ascended the scaffold in all
ages. It erected the guillotine and held a cir
nival of horror in France during the reign of
terror. It is the founder of bastiles and inqui
sitions. It is of no kin to freedom. It is a foe
to liberty. It is the mostrous engine of oppress
ion by w hich the accidental majority of to day,
unchecked, unlimited, and uncontrolled by law.
may crush, plunder, and murder the minority. It
is the bloody, dripping sword of irresponsible
power. State necessity! I know no "Suite ne
cessity" equal to that which our oaths, regisier
ed iu heaven, impose upon us to support the Con
stitution in all its parts as our sainted fathers
made it.

Such is the "State necessity," sir, which I ac
knowledge, and none other. In peace or in war,
the written Constitution gives us all the power
we have, and, on this point. I content myself
with referring, as authority, to the speech m ule
at the late extra session by the distinguished gen-
tleman from Kentucky, Mr. Crittenden. We
all remember it. It has never been answered. It
never will be. According to his construction of
the Constitution, there was a total absence of all
power iu Congress over the subject of slavery in
the States, in war as well as in peace. I will
balance the weight of his honored name against
the advocates of a different construction. It is a
name that belongs to history. It is the name of
a nrolound lawyer and an experienced statesman,
and will live long and gratefully in the hearts of
his countrymen.

Sir, Congress, nowever, sjsike again on this
important subject. Who will ever forget the
scene who witnessed it? Who w ill forget the '.hid
day of last July in this Hall? It was the dark-
est day iu all the calendar of American history.
Dismay or gloom sat tin ev ery face. A routed
army was pouring into the city, and a triumphant
enemy was at the gates of the capital. Iu that
hour of extremity and peril, when a new army
was to be raised and the old one encouraged and
reinvigorated. Congress announced to the country
and to the whole world, the policy which should
govern the future conduct of the war. On mo
tion of the distinguished gentleman from Ken
tucky, Mr. Crittenden, Congress said:

"That this war Is not waged on their part in any spint
of oppression, nor for any purpose of conquest or subju-
gation, nor purpose of overthrowing or interfering with
the rights or established Institutions of those jjtates. but
to defend and maintain the supremacy of t Konstitut-
ion, and to preserve the I'nion with nil tne dignity,
eqaality, and rights of the leveral States unimpaired; and
that as soon a-- these objects are accomplished, the war
ought to cease."

The nation heard this, and loynl men, trusting
and confiding, an tin poured with military tread
from the loyal States to the banks of the Poto-
mac. They were repelled then by no outcry from
either end of the Capitol, that slavery, as the
cause of the war, must be abolished, and that the
seceded States had committed political suicide,
and must be reduced, by the force of arms to
territories, and governed as such by Federal au
thority.

Mr. Chairman, I am amazed, utterly amazed,
when I contrast the present with the past ou this
subject. All is changed, at least so far as Con
gress is concerned. Pledge upon pledge has been
made by every department of the Government in
the opening stages of this conflict. The national
faith 1' its been plighted at home and abroad in
the most binding and obligatory manner, that the
domestic laws and customs of the seceded States
were not to be violated, that slavery was not to
be abolished, that "savages were not to be let
loose." We heard no indignant protest then
against this policy. Tongues that aie now loud
in its denunciations were then mute. Voices

that are now high in wrath against it were then
silent.

An armv, however, of six hundred thousand
men now stands banded together under the stern
control of military discipline. In that, I suppose,
the object of conservative pledges is accomplish-
ed, and the time has arrived for the fulfillment of
the purjioses of this war. according to the views

of Abolitionist. Thev demaud now that all
these pledges shall be' broken. Tbey demand
that the faith of the Government shall lie

They demand that the present Ad
ministration hall be disgraced in the eyes of all
the world by abandoning its own de! i erat con
struction of' the Constitution its own boldly and
openlv marked line of policy. They demand
that the army shall be deceived; that tbe prom-

ises by which it was raised shall be proven false;
that the soldier shall now fight and die in the
prosecution of purposes which were concealed
from him when he enlisted, and which he ab-

hors. They demand that the people shall be
betrayed, aiid their hard earned money taken to
support this war, conducted on principles which
they utterly repudiate. And, above all, they de-

mand that the Constitution be ruthlessly viola-

ted; that the laws be stricken down and that the
old Union, such as our fathers made it, shall
never lie restored. Had they avowed their pur-
poses at the opening of this war, and appealed to
the country to support tbe atrocious doctrines
which they now avow; had they made their de
mauds then, no proud army would now line a
thousand miles ot border; but. rather, as my col
league Mr. Dunn has well and truthfully said
on this floor, our army would have been com
jiosed of a small and deluded band, such as fol-

lowed .John Brown to Harper's Ferry. Let these
demands be granted now, and the appalling fact
will stand confessed that a stupendous, fraud has
been practiced M the nation, and that tbe army of
the United States has lieen obtained by kalhl nf.
Th - Ks Let these demands lie granted now, und
no American Uuion will ever more bless the eyes
of men. Xo more

"Will bloom the thunder-Maste- d tree.
Or the stricken eagle soar."

Mr. Chairman, 1 represent, in part, the iieople
ot a gre.it State. Indiana may point proudly to
her escutcheon. It is gemmed all over with
honor. She did not want this war. She was to:
compromise and and is now , w hen they
can be obtained, as they once could, with honor
and upon the principles of the Constitution. But
once cast into the conflict, though by no act of
hers, she has wedded her name to victory on
every battle field where her troops have drawn
the sword. QO aud ask her sixty thousand sol
diers now in the field, encircled as thev are with a
balo of gallant achievements, whether these de-

mands shall be granted, and listen to their an-

swer. That answer will be, that they are fighting
to restore a Union of "equal anil honored mem
bers," that they have encountered the peril- - !

w ar to restore the Constitution exactly as it came
from the hands of Washington, and to enforce
all the laws, to uphold all the institutions, to pro-

tect and defend all the rights of every person and
State under that Constitution, and that if such
is no longer the policy of the Government, they
will turn their faces homeward, deceived ami be
trayed. Go and ask the tax payers and the voters
of that noble State for what they toil and pour
out their money. They will answer that they live
on the tributaries of the great thoroughfare of
their trade and commerce, the Mississippi river;
that their fortunes are forever linked by nature
and the great laws of geographical formation
with tht Stites which are washed bv its descend
ing waters; and that by virtue of and in strict
accot dance w ith the Constitution they intend to
secure a free passage to the Gulf of Mexico; and
that they will everywhere uphold the rights of
others as well as their own; that they labor to
maintain and preserve the laws, and not to tram
pie them under foot, and that they seek a recon-
struction of the Union on precisely the same
basis on which it was made by the founders of
the Government. They want no four millions of
slaves set free. They have no money with which
to purchase territories for vast schemes of colo-
nization. They arc opposed to gigantic standing
armies with which to hold, from year to year,
and through all time to come, degraded States
in subjection. In this hour of triumph, the true
friends of the Union everywhere demand that a
policy for the reconstruction of the Government
be proclaimed from here w hich shall insure for
the future a Union of "equal and honored mem-
bers." Let our "kindred and countrymen" of
the South know that liberality and magnanimity
auimate our councils, and that the spirit of ven-

geance, intolerance, and spoliation has no place
in our midst. In this day of victory let the her-
alds of the Government go before our armies,
and proclaim peace aud Union, on the basis of
equality, on the basis of the Constitution, and on
the basis of the laws. Let them announce that
the pledges of the Government so freely given in
the early part of this struggle w ill not be broken
at the mad behests of Abolitionism; but that the
condition of every human being in the South
shall remain unchanged, whether the revolution
shall succeed or fail.

Sir, to my mind it is an omen of evil that the
spirit of Abolitionism, like a lurking fiend of mis
chief, a Mephistopheles of iniquity, should boldly
stalk in here, and in such a crisis as this, assume
to control American legislation. Its croaking
raven cry is a baleful sound to the cause of the
Union. Its arrogant and defiant demands fill
the future with gloom. It no longer comes in
here the skulking and despised miscreant that it
once was, hut w ith the elevated mien and swg-gerin- g

port of a conqueroe, it strides forward
over the mangled form of constitutional govern
ment. It no longer hides and cowers, and denies
its name and its uature.and assumes false shapes,
like Satan iu the garden of Paradise, with which
to beguile anil deceive, as it did a few hört years
ago. The veiled prophet cf Khorassan has re
vealed himself, and his hideous face is al-

most enough to affright union and concord from
the land.

Why comes this fell spirit here now accom-
panied by its train of horrors? It has no merit
in the ast to entitle it to control the present and
shape the Inline. It cannot point to a good act
that it has ever accomplished. The cause of Ah
olitionism is barren of lieneficent results.. So
State, no territory has it ever dedicated to free
dom, and no slave has it ever set free escept in

violation of law. It has never had the sauction
of the great and good names which, like stirs iu
the clear upjier sky. adorn and illuminate our
history. On the contrary, it has been the object
of their incessant maledictions from the hour of
its birth. Its presence iu the Halls of Congress
wa- - their abhorrence, and they prognosticated
"evil and evil only, and that continually," from
its influence in public affairs.

Why comes it here now? It never was a friend
to the Union, and it is not to day. It never
wanted a Union w ith slave States, or a fellow-

ship with slaveholders, and does not now. It is
at war with the Constitution; it is an enemy to
the Government; it is the twin monster to the
doctrine of Secession; and like the withered and
hateful hags on the blasted heath of Scotland,
the two together concocted the hell broth of the
present civil war. Lei the spirit of tbe Union,
born of the Constitution, rise up between them,
like a bright angel, and banish them both for
ever. Then will the nation renew its mighty-youth- ,

and go on again in its swift flight of pros-
perity and renown. Then will "kindred and
countrymen" once more assemble under the same
flag, and, olieying the command of the Priuce of
Peace, "love one another."

Secretr Man ton Order.
The following order has been issued b tbe

Secretary of War in reference to the publication
ot army intelligeuce:

Ordered, That from aud after February 26th
the President, by virtue of act of Congress, takes
military pjssession of all telegraph lines in the
Timed States.

Second All te'egraph communications in re
gard to military operations, not expreasly author
ized by the War l)epartment. the General Com
manding. or the Generals commanding armies in
the field in the several departments, are aboo
lutely forbidden.

Third All newspapers publishing military
news, however obttined, and not author zed by
official authority, will be excluded thereafter from
receiving information by telegraph, or from trans
milling their papers by railroad.

"The following Indiana soldiers, wounded
at Fort 1. nelson arrived at Cincinnati on Wed

tie-da- y by the steamer Allen Collier:
Charles Johnson, 52d regiment, company K,

Cant A. P. Butler, 5J, company D; J. W Smith.
53d. company B; Henry Menar, 44th, company
1; David Cox, 52d, company E; Charles Kuck
iugton, .VJd. company F.


